
 
 

Harvest of Hope™ Giving Tree 
 
Thank you for choosing to be part of Partners International’s Harvest of Hope™ Giving Tree program this 
Christmas! We trust that your congregation will be blessed as you are a blessing to those in need. 
Harvest of Hope™ gifts are part of the ongoing gospel outreach of our ministry partners, and bring 
practical help and hope to the people who receive them. Every gift you give, from education to Bibles, 
from pastoral training to clean water, will truly show the love of Christ to those in need. Get ready to 
share your hope with the world this Christmas! 
 
Give Gifts that Change Lives 
Christmas is a time when we are more sensitive to the needs of the poor around the world. Jesus had 
compassion on the poor, as we are reminded through his reading of Isaiah in Luke 4: “The Spirit of the 
Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19).  
 
 Through the Harvest of Hope™ Giving Tree, you can encourage your congregation to be part of making 
a practical difference in the lives of people in the least Christian regions of the world. Participants 
choose a gift to purchase, hang an ornament on a previously undecorated tree, and take home an 
informational card as a reminder of the gift. Gifts can also be purchased in someone’s honor, and the 
info card given to the honoree. As Christmas approaches, the tree fills up with ornaments, reminding the 
congregation of the way you are sharing your hope in Christ around the world.  
 
Getting Started 

¶ Choose a coordinator within your congregation, someone excited about missions and promoting 
generosity this season (maybe it’s you!) 

¶ Decide what times/dates you will make this program available to your church—suggestions are 
the month of December, or between Thanksgiving and Christmas 

¶ Choose a place to set up an undecorated Christmas tree where it is visible to the congregation, 
as an encouragement and reminder of the gifts given 

¶ Request the resources you need for promotion, including quantity of posters, bulletin inserts, 
catalogs, and other materials at www.harvestofhope.org/givingtree or by calling toll free 888-
887-2786 

¶ Download and print the desired number of order forms, ornaments and informational cards at 
www.harvestofhope.org/givingtree 

¶ Recruit people to run the Giving Tree table each Sunday 

¶ Pray for God to use the Harvest of Hope™ Giving Tree program within your church to bring 
greater global awareness and generosity this Christmas season 
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Assembling Materials 
Find everything you need at www.harvestofhope.org/givingtree, where you can download ornaments, 
information cards and order forms, and order catalogs, posters, bulletin inserts, and our DVD. 

¶ Ornament tags: There are 15 different projects available through the Giving Tree 
program, a sampling of the Harvest of Hope™ Gift Catalog. To use the ornaments, 
open the PDF using the link below. There are two ornaments and two 
informational cards for each 8 ½ x 11” page. Print the number you need. Make 
sure to set the Page Scaling to “None” in the print dialog box. Once printed, cut 
each page in half vertically and horizontally. The top two rectangles are the 
ornaments: punch a hole in the middle of the top of each for the hanger. 
When a person chooses the project they want, they hang the ornament on 
the tree and pick up the corresponding info card to take home. 

¶ Order Form: Click the order form link to open the file. There are two order 
forms per page. Once printed, again setting the Page Scaling to “None,” cut the paper in 
half horizontally to separate the two order forms.  

 
Running the Program 

¶ Assemble the materials: Hole punch and cut the ornaments. Have a supply of pens, paperclips or 
ornament hooks for hanging the ornaments, envelopes for each party to put completed order 
form and payment into, and a basket to collect completed gifts 

¶ Each Sunday, set up a table with materials in a highly visible place, hang posters, and have one 
or two people run the Giving Tree table 

¶ Display the ornament and informational cards in an appealing way—some ideas include using a 
manger as a reminder of Christ coming into the world or using baskets for the different projects 

¶ Make an announcement in the bulletin (inserts available), and during the service letting people 
know that as a church you are participating in the Harvest of Hope™ Giving Tree this Christmas. 
Make sure to answer the important questions:  

o Who: Your church family  
o What: A way to give meaningful gifts that help someone in need this Christmas through 

the Harvest of Hope™ Gift Catalog. All gifts are given through indigenous ministry 
partners who are engaged in church planting ministry in the world’s least Christian 
regions. Gifts include clean water, education, and vocational training. Gifts can be given 
in someone’s honor for Christmas. 

o  Where: Give the location of the table and tree  
o When: Let people know when to participate, and give the final deadline for gifts 

¶ As people approach the table, explain how they can give a gift that will benefit someone in need  
around the world. They can also give the gift in someone’s honor if they like.  

¶ When a person chooses the gift(s) they want, they should follow these 
steps:  

o  Fill out the order form 
o Make check out to Partners International* and put the check and 

order form together with a paperclip or into an envelope  
o Hang the appropriate ornament(s) on the tree with supplied 

ornament hook or paperclip 
o Take corresponding informational card as a reminder of gift or to give 

away if gift is made in someone’s honor 

http://www.harvestofhope.org/givingtree


¶ At the end of each Sunday, make sure checks and orders are locked in a secure place and 
supplies put in the proper storage until the next week. 

 
*Note: If your church would prefer its members write checks to the church, and the church send one 
check with the full amount to Partners International, that is also an option. Please make sure to 
include an order form of gift designations with your check. Those responsible for the table can help 
people make their checks out correctly either way. 

 
Finishing Well 

¶ Send all the collected gifts to Partners International at 1117 E. Westview Court, Spokane, WA 
99218. Gifts can be sent as often as the church desires (weekly or at the end). 

¶ At the end of the program, perhaps after Christmas, thank the congregation for their 
involvement, highlighting the full tree and perhaps reading the descriptions of some of the gifts 
given. Remind the church of the vital role they have in the global body of Christ, and how they 
have showed the heart of God to people in need. 

¶ You will receive an Update on the Harvest of Hope™ program in the spring. Share this with your 
congregation during a service, or post it in a place for people to read 

¶ Send feedback and comments to Megan Huggins at meganh@partnersintl.org. 

¶ Think about who you would like to be involved for the next year! 
 
Additional Ideas 

¶ Instead of using a tree, hang the ornaments on a bulletin board, map, or poster. 

¶ Do the Giving Tree in reverse. Hang all the ornaments on the tree, then have people choose the 
gifts they would like to give from the tree. The order forms and info cards could be available on 
a nearby table once the gifts are selected.  

¶ Hope for All Seasons: To use the Giving Tree program at other times of year, use a tree other 
than a Christmas tree to hang cards. 

¶ Have a time during the service where people can bring up ornaments representing gifts 
purchased prior to the service to fill the tree in the sanctuary. 

¶ Use the Giving Tree for a month-long giving campaign any month of the year as a missions 
emphasis. 

¶ Use with a segment of the church, such as adult or children’s Sunday school, small groups, 
women’s ministry, Christmas tea, etc. 

¶ At the end of the program, take down the ornaments and have a special time in your service 
where you distribute them throughout the congregation and pray for the recipients of the gifts. 
This is a powerful reminder that each gift represents a person who is either doing the work of 
Christ or needs to know Christ. 

¶ Be creative! Let us know your ideas, so we can share your experience with others in the future! 
 
Important Project Information 

¶ Gifts range in price from $10 to $150 and are a sampling of Partners International’s Harvest of 
Hope™ Gift Catalog 

¶ Harvest of Hope™ Gift Catalog projects are a sampling of the work of our 122 ministry partners 
serving God in 58 countries around the world 

¶ Your gifts to Partners International are tax-deductible. 

¶ Partners International is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. As a charter member of the 
Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability, we are audited annually by an independent 



certified public accounting firm. Copies of our annual report and audited financial statements 
are available upon request. 

¶ Every reasonable effort will be made to honor your stated gift designation. However, if a project 
is fully funded, additional donations will be used where the need is greatest. 

 
Questions? Comments? Want to share your story? 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƻŦ IƻǇŜϰ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ aŜƎŀƴ Huggins at: 
 meganh@partnersintl.org · 800-966-5515 x4073 

Partners International · 1117 E. Westview Court · Spokane, WA 99218 
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